[bookmark: _GoBack]The publication of the new Education Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP) 2013/14-2017/18 marks the update of the ESSP 2010-2015 and alignment of plans for Rwanda's education sector in line with the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS 2). Education is a critical investment in our country’s future growth and development. This ESSP will inform and guide the development of the education sector during the next five years to ensure that the investments we are making in our children today supports our national priorities and goals. Our plans are ambitious, but focused on addressing challenges and achieving results to provide our children with the skills and knowledge they need to become productive members of our society and economy. The concepts of universal equitable access and quality education provision underpin this ESSP, and will always occupy the most important place in the sector’s planning and implementation activities. The ESSP builds upon our national priority of making quality twelve-year basic education available for all our children and also reflects our overarching mission to make education at all levels more accessible and more relevant to our national needs. 
